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Rusty and Deana Ferguson sign an 
Oklahoma Centennial flag at the 
dedication of the Centennial Plaza. 
Rusty is publisher of The Cleveland 
American.

More than 50 OPA mem-
bers and friends gathered at the 
Oklahoma Press Association  
on Feb. 23, 2008, for the dedi-
cation of the Centennial Plaza.

The plaza features personal-
ized brick pavers, which were 
used to create the 1,400-square-
foot patio.

Although cold, wet weather 
caused concern for the event, 
it didn’t dampen the spirit of 
attendees. Those who braved 
the elements viewed 100 years 
of Oklahoma headlines, begin-
ning with “Oklahoma admitted 
as 46th state” in 1907 and con-
cluding with “Centennial – Cel-
ebrate Oklahoma! A unique his-
tory. An extraordinary future.”

Inside, a centennial flag was 
placed in the lobby for guests 
to sign. The flag will be framed 
and placed in the OPA building 
as a lasting memory.

OPA President Stu Phillips 
and Executive Vice President 
Mark Thomas welcomed guests 
to the dedication. 

Also attending was Jeanie 
McCain Edney, deputy direc-
tor of the Oklahoma Centen-
nial Commission, who praised 
newspapers for their assistance 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2007 BETTER NEWSPAPER CONTEST SEQUOYAH AWARD WINNERS. Standing: Sean Dyer, publisher of 
the El Reno Tribune (Division 8) and Mustang News (Division 4, Weeklies); Jeff Kaley, general manager of the Waurika News-Democrat (Division 7, 
Weeklies); Bill Walter, co-publisher of The Hennessey Clipper (Division 6, Weeklies); Faith Wylie, co-publisher of the Oologah Lake Leader (Division 5, 
Weeklies). Seated: Karen Kaley, The Duncan Banner (Division 2, Dailies); Mary Mélon, publisher of The Journal Record (Division 3, Dailies); and Ed 
Choate, Muskogee Phoenix (Division 1, Dailies). See complete list of winners in enclosed OPA Better Newspaper Contest section.

Court removes documents from Internet
The Oklahoma Supreme Court 

adopted rules on March 11, 2008, 
limiting Oklahoman’s access to 
court records on the Internet. 

The court said individual 
pleadings and other recorded doc-
uments filed in state court actions 
were not to be publicly displayed 
on the Internet. Those documents 
would only be available at the 
courthouse, unless otherwise pro-
hibited by law.

The court said the rules were 
issued in an effort to balance the 

rights of privacy of individuals 
who use Oklahoma’s court system 
and public access to court docu-
ments. 

The rules will be applicable to 
all documents filed in the district 
courts as well as the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court.

The new rules, which also say 
personal identifiers such as Social 
Security numbers, taxpayer identi-
fication numbers, names of minor 
children, dates of birth, finan-
cial account numbers and home 

addresses should be omitted, will 
be effective June 10.

Justices concurring with the 
rules were Chief Justice James R. 
Winchester, and Justices Rudolph 
Hargrave, Joseph M. Watt, Tom 
Colbert and  John F. Reif.

Concurring in part and dissent-
ing in part were Justices Yvonne 
Kauger and James Edmondson; 
dissenting was Justice Steven W. 
Taylor; Justice Marian Opala did 
not participate in the rule-making.

OPA Executive Vice President 

Mark Thomas said he thinks the 
court and court clerks underesti-
mated the popularity of access to 
those records.

“The public and all kinds of 
businesses are going to scream,” 
Thomas said.

To read the entire decision, go 
to www.oscn.net scroll down to 
“New Decisions” and click on “In 
Re: Privacy And Public Access To 
Court Documents.”

Continued on page 3
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